2J2                          CHAPTER X

These pleasure houses were not very numerous,
for they cost a considerable amount and required
meticulous surveillance; the greater part of them
were round about Paris. So it was a custom
detestable but now quite frequent to which
Louis XV conformed; he had put the house of the
Parc-aux-Cerfs in the hands of Mme Bertrand, a
discreet and reliable middle-aged woman; the
inmates called her "the Mother Superior;" she had
as her assistant Lebel, the king's valet-de-chambre,
a kind of cunning Mercury.

In this strange dwelling there were never more
than three girls; and they lived in buildings that
adjoined one another. Each had a housekeeper,
a lackey, a cook and a chamber-maid. Two
thousand francs sufficed to support these young
women, living away from the "world, and never
coming out except to attend comedy, where a
curtained box was reserved for them.

To dissipate what could have been deadly
boredom, music, singing and literature teachers
came to instruct and amuse them. They did not
associate "with one another and knew nothing
of outside events; Louis XV, of whose rank
they had no suspicion, was to them a Polish
noble, and a generous handsome and kind
lover.

It would be useless to endeavour to justify such
behaviour; if its importance is reduced to its just
proportions today, it is none the less unworthy of
a man whom we have shown to have intelligence
and so many good qualities. This snare in which